Rules for the Big Speaking Day Nov 2010

 taken from

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF YOUNG FARMERS’ CLUBS

Competitions Programme 2010/11
National Junior Reading
R U L E S

Competition Aim

To encourage members aged 10 – 14 to work as a team and develop their public speaking skills.

Learning outcomes
Communication skills, presentation skills and personal development skills.
1.
DATE AND VENUE – After Area Eliminators, the Final will be held at Competitions Weekend in October 2011. 
2.
REPRESENTATION - Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in Area Events.


Areas will be represented by one team per 3,000 members or part thereof in the Final Competition.

3. ELIGIBILITY - A team shall consist of three members, each of whom must be 14 years of age or under on 1 September 2010 and full members of a Club affiliated to the NFYFC.  

Competitors are required to produce on the day of the competition their current and signed Membership Card, with suitable photo-ID, or a fine of £10 will be imposed for non-production.  

4.
SUBSTITUTION - If two or more of the original team are unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area.


All substitutes must have been eligible to compete in the County Final.
5.       HEALTH & SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION – All competitions carried out at every level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  

The completion of a Parental Consent form for members under the age of 18, and form for completion by the accompanying senior member, is the responsibility of the County Federation and must be available on the day of the competition. 

6.
PROCEDURE - the team of three members to read a passage selected and provided by the Judge.  

Competitors will be required to read in English approximately one side of a page from the chosen book.  Teams will be notified three weeks before the day of the competition Final of the book chosen for reading.

· A draw will be made for the order of appearance prior to the competition.  All teams will be held in the preparation room until it is their turn to compete.

· Competitors and trainers will not be allowed into the room where the competition is taking place before competing.
· The Chairmen needs to introduce and give a brief background about the book. 
· Each member of the team (including the Chairman) will be required to read a different passage from the book, but each team will read the same set of passages as the other teams.  Members may read through their given passages in the preparation room; books are allowed in the preparation room beforehand; trainers are allowed into the preparation room.

7.
TIMING

Chairman (opening)
2 minutes


Penalties: Time deductions are one mark for each half-minute (or part thereof) over the allocated time by any member of the team.

`



Members reading will not have an allocated time. 

8.
SCALE OF MARKS

Chairman – Introduction
15
READING OF PASSAGE:

Diction


10

Clarity


10

Sense & Expression (dramatic meaning) 
10



30

READER 2:

Diction


10

Clarity


10

Sense & Expression (dramatic meaning) 
10



30

READER 3:

Diction


10

Clarity


10

Sense & Expression (dramatic meaning) 
10



30

Teamwork

15


Total marks

120
National Junior Speaking

R U L E S

Competition Aim

To encourage members aged 10 – 16 to work as a team and develop their public speaking skills.

Learning outcomes
Communication skills, presentation skills and personal development skills.
1. DATE AND VENUE – After Area Eliminators, the Final will be held on Competitions Weekend 2011, date and venue tbc.
2.
REPRESENTATION - Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in Area Eliminators.


English Areas and Wales will be represented by one team per 3,000 members or part thereof in the Competition Final.

4. ELIGIBILITY - A team shall consist of three members, each of whom must be 16 years of age or under on 1 September 2010 and full members of a Club affiliated to the NFYFC.  

Competitors are required in person to produce on the day of each round of the competition (County, Area and National) their current and signed Membership Card, with suitable photo-ID, or a fine of £10 will be imposed for non-production.

5. HEALTH & SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION – All competitions carried out at every level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  

The completion of a Parental Consent form for members under the age of 18, and a form for completion by the accompanying senior member to be completed and returned to NFYFC not later than 5 working days prior to the competition.  It is the responsibility of the County Federation to ensure these forms are completed and returned in good time.

5.
SUBSTITUTION - If two or more of the original team are unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area.

6.
PROCEDURE - The team shall consist of a Chairman, Speaker and Proposer of the Vote of Thanks. Competitors before and after competing may be admitted to the Competition Room.

7.
The procedure will follow that of a normal meeting.


a)
Fifteen minutes before his team is due to compete, the Chairmen will be introduced to the speaker.

b)
The Speaker will provide written notes giving subject chosen and personal background (e.g. school, special interests, YFC membership, Club Offices held, activities within the Club, etc.).  These notes to be written on the card provided and handed to the Chief Steward at the beginning of the competition and will be available for the Chairman and Judges.

c)
The Speaker, who will be the guest of another team, will choose his/her own subject.  The Speaker will then answer a question put by the Proposer followed by two questions from the Judges.
d)
The Proposer will be seated in the body of the hall.  He/she will take up some point in the Speaker’s address, comment, agree or disagree and ask one pertinent question on the subject matter of the address.  He/she will give the Vote of Thanks to the Speaker after all questions have been dealt with.

e)
No communication, written or verbal between any of the team members, or the audience, will be permitted, and to do so will result in immediate disqualification.

8.
Competitors may take notes FOR REFERENCE onto the platform as long as these notes are written on POSTCARD.  However, excessive and obvious use of notes will be penalised.  No other reference books or papers may be used by teams while on the platform, except for visual aids intended to add to the understanding of the subject by the audience.

9.
TIMING

Chairman  (opening)
2 minutes


Speaker
6 minutes


Proposer of Vote of Thanks  (question)
no time limit


Proposer of Vote of Thanks  (thanks)
1 minute


Penalties:  Time deductions are one mark for each half-minute (or part thereof) over the allocated time by any member of the team. The judges may also deduct marks the timings are below half of what is expected. 
10.
SEATING- Stewards to make sure that competitors are seated as a team and in a designated area, separate from parents and supporters. 

11.
SCALE OF MARKS

Speaker
Presentation of speech and ability to speak
20



Content of speech and knowledge of subject
20



Answer to questions
10
50


Chairman


30


Proposer of Vote of Thanks

20


TEAM TOTAL


100
Intermediate JUST-A MINUTE
R U L E S

Competition Aim

Encourage YFC members to speak in public, without the formalities of addressing a formal gathering
Encourage YFC members to be quick thinking and humorous and to entertain an audience
Learning outcomes

Broadened vocabulary, confidence, use of humour

1. DATE AND VENUE – After Area Eliminators, the Final will be held on Competitions Weekend 2011, date and venue tbc.
2. REPRESENTATION
2.1. Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in Area Eliminators.
2.2. English Areas and Wales will be represented by one team per 3,000 members or part thereof in the Competition Final.

3. ELIGIBILITY - A team shall consist of FOUR  members, who must all be 21 years of age or under on 1 September 2010 and full members of a Club affiliated to the NFYFC.  
3.1. Competitors are required in person to produce on the day of each round of the competition (County, Area and National) their current and signed Membership Card, with suitable photo-ID, or a fine of £10 will be imposed for non-production.
4. HEALTH & SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION
4.1. All competitions carried out at every level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  
4.2. The completion of a Parental Consent form for members under the age of 18, and a form for completion by the accompanying senior member to be completed and returned to NFYFC not later than 5 working days prior to the competition.  It is the responsibility of the County Federation to ensure these forms are completed and returned in good time.

5. SUBSTITUTION - If original more than half the original team is unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area.

6. BACKGROUND.  
6.1. Just A Minute is new to the NFYFC Competitions Programme in 2010/11.  It is based on the highly acclaimed and long running BBC Radio 4’s ‘Just A Minute’ radio show hosted by Nicolas Parsons.

6.2. This competition is designed to:-

6.2.1. Encourage YFC members to speak in public, without the formalities of addressing a formal gathering

6.2.2. Encourage YFC members to be quick thinking, humorous

6.2.3. Broaden the vocabulary of compitiors

6.2.4. Provide a fun and informatal form of audience entertainment

6.3. The Just A Minute page of the BBC Radio 4 website lists the broadcast times of the current series which commences in August 2010.  Pod casts of previous shows can also be found on that webpage and CD of previous recordings are also available.  YFC members are encouraged to listen to the show or recordings of the show as they prepare for the competition rounds.

7. PROCEDURE
7.1. The NFYFC (or competition organisers) will appoint a Chairman, a Score Keeper and a Time Keeper.  The same Chairman and Score Keeper will be in place for each heat of the competition and the chairman will act as adjudicator.

7.2. Seven days before the final, the NFYFC will send the topics for discussion at the final.  This allows panel members to research topics and prepare factual background and comedic content. Competitors are NOT ALLOWED any notes or reminder cards when ‘on stage’.

7.3. A panel will consist of four members, each drawn from a different team/county federation.

7.4. The panel will be given one minute to speak on a given subject/topic.

7.5. The panel will speak to a total of 5 topics before the scores are computed and announced by the scorer.

7.6. The four panellists are challenged to speak for one minute on a given subject without "repetition, hesitation, or deviation". 
7.6.1. "Repetition" means the repetition of any word or phrase, although challenges based upon very common words such as "and" “is” “or”are generally rejected except in extreme cases. Words contained in the given subject are exempt unless repeated many times in quick succession. Skilful players use (sometimes obscure) synonyms in order to avoid repeating themselves. The term "BBC" can be successfully challenged for repetition of "B".
7.6.2. "Hesitation" is watched very strictly: a momentary pause before resumption of the subject can give rise to a successful challenge, as can tripping over one's words. Even pausing during audience laughter or applause (known as "riding a laugh") is usually not permitted.
7.6.3. "Deviation" means deviating from the subject, but has also been interpreted as "deviating from the English language as we know it", "deviation from grammar as we understand it", deviating from the truth, and sometimes even logic, although often leaps into the surreal are allowed.
7.7. The toss of a coin will decide which member of the panel will be the first to speak to the first topic.  Thereafter, the person who was speaking when the previous minute was up will take on the next topic.

7.8. The time keeper starts the clock when the first panel member starts to speak.  When a challenge is made the clock is stopped.  The clock is re-started when the next speaker starts to speak.  Time keeper blows a whistle when 60 seconds (one minute) has elapsed.

7.9. Panelist should they try to challenge the speaker for:-

7.9.1. Repetition - words that are very commonly used are allowed to be repeated – “and” “is” “or” or similar.

7.9.2. Hestitation
7.9.3. Deviation 
7.10. A panellist scores a point for making a correct challenge against whomever is speaking.  The chairman will decide if the challenge is correct or not and will exercise the benefit of the doubt evenly.

7.11. The speaker gets a point if the challenge is deemed incorrect and then recommences speaking to the subject/topic.

7.12. However, if a witty interjection amuses the audience, even though it is not a correct challenge, both the challenger and speaker may gain a point, at the chairman's discretion. And then recommences speaking to the subject/topic.
7.13. A player who makes a correct challenge takes over the subject for the remainder of the minute, or, until he or she is correctly challenged. 
7.14. A panellist also scores a point if they are the person speaking when the 60 seconds expires. 
7.15. If a panel member speaks for the whole minute without being interrupted/challenged, he/she gains an extra point.  (1 point for speaking when whistle blows and 1 point for speaking for one whole minute without being interrupted or challenged).

It is unusual for a panellist to speak within the three cardinal rules for any substantial length of time, whilst remaining coherent, and also being amusing. Therefore, to speak for the full minute without being challenged is a special achievement. 

8. TIMING
8.1. Each panel will speak for one minute for each of the 4 topics.

9. SCALE OF MARKS
9.1. A panellist scores a point for making a correct challenge against whomever is speaking

9.2. The speaker gets a point if the challenge is deemed incorrect.

9.3. However, if a witty interjection amuses the audience, even though it is not a correct challenge, both the challenger and speaker may gain a point, at the chairman's discretion. 
9.4. A panellist also scores a point if they are the person speaking when the 60 seconds expires. An extra point is awarded when a panellist speaks for the entire minute without being challenged.
9.5. If a panel member speaks for thw whole minute without being interrupted/challenged, he/she gains an extra point.  (1 point for speaking when whistle blows and 1 point for speak for one whole minute without being interrupted or challenged.

9.6. A scorer will keep scores as the rounds of the competition commence, and the winner will be team with the highest score.

9.7. In the event of a tied score after each team has competed, the two tied teams will make two panels (o2 members from team A and two from Team B and vice versa).  Each panel will be given one topic and the team gaining the highest scores after each panel has discussed their topic for one minute, will be the deemed the winner.

National Senior After Dinner Speaking
R U L E S
Competition Aim

To encourage members aged 26 or under to work as a team and develop their public speaking skills.

Learning outcomes
Communication skills, presentation skills and personal development skills.
1. DATE AND VENUE - After Area Eliminators, the Final will be held at Competitions Weekend 2011.

2. REPRESENTATION - Counties may enter one team per 600 members or part thereof in Area Events.

Areas will be represented by one team per 3,000 members or part thereof in the Final Competition.

3. ELIGIBILITY - A team shall consist of five competitors each of whom shall be 26 years of age or under on 1     September 2010 and full members of a Club affiliated to the NFYFC.
Competitors will be required to show their Membership Cards. If a membership card is not produced a £10 penalty will incur. 

4. SUBSTITUTION - If three or more of the original team are unable to go forward to subsequent rounds, then the next highest placed team will represent the Area.

All substitutes must have been eligible to compete in the County Final.
5. HEALTH & SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION – All competitions carried out at every level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  The completion of a Parental Consent form, for members under the age of 18, is the responsibility of the County Federation and must be available on the day of the competition.  

6. PROCEDURE - The team shall consist of a Chairman, Principal Speaker (who will propose the main toast), Respondent to Principal Speaker, Speaker to propose a toast to the visitors and a Respondent to respond on behalf of the visitors.

The Chairman will address the diners and introduce the Speakers in order of appearance.

7. The teams will be split so that the Chairman, Respondent to Speaker and Proposer to Visitors 

will come from Team A, and Speaker and Respondent on behalf of Visitors from Team B.

Teams will be notified three weeks prior to the competition of the Toast for the evening.

Toasts in the National Final will be provided by NFYFC.  In Area Rounds, the Area Committee will provide the Toasts.

Teams will be given the opportunity of meeting to exchange notes 30 minutes before appearing on the platform.

8.  SCALE OF MARKS AND TIMING
Chairman
30
-

Speaker

50
6 minutes

Respondent to Speaker
50
6 minutes

Proposer to Visitors
35
4 minutes

Respondent on behalf of Visitors
35
4 minutes



___



200



___

Judges will take into consideration originality, presentation of speech, humour, timing, audibility, knowledge of       subject, use of notes and dress.  

Teams will be penalised for using distasteful jokes or bad language.

Time deductions are 1 mark for each half-minute (or part thereof) over the allotted time by any member of

the team.
National Junior “YFC Member of the Year”

R U L E S
Competition Aim
To encourage junior YFC members to record and evaluate their YFC, educational and community contributions and achievements over the past year via a portfolio and interview process

Learning outcomes
Communication skills, presentation skills and personal development skills
1. DATE & VENUE – After Area Eliminators, the Final will be held at Competitions Weekend 2011

2.
REPRESENTATION - Counties may enter one competitor per 600 members or part thereof in Area Eliminators.


English Areas and Wales will be represented by one competitor in the Competition Final.

Junior Member of the Year finalists are eligible to compete in a second NFYFC final on the same day if applicable.

3.
ELIGIBILITY - The competitor must be 16 years of age or under on 1 September 2010 and a full member of a Club affiliated to the NFYFC. 
Competitors are required in person to produce on the day of each round of the competition (County, Area and National) their current and signed Membership Card, with suitable photo-ID, or a fine of £10 will be imposed for non-production.

4.
SUBSTITUTION - If the competitor through to the National Final has to withdraw from the competition, then the next highest placed competitor will represent the Area.


All substitutes must have been eligible to compete in the County Final.
5. HEALTH & SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION – All competitions carried out at National level must comply with Health and Safety Legislation and meet the relevant safety standards.  

The completion of a Parental Consent form for members under the age of 18, and a form for completion by the accompanying senior member to be completed and returned to NFYFC not later than 5 working days prior to the competition.  It is the responsibility of the County Federation to ensure these forms are completed and returned in good time.

6. PROCEDURE

PART 1
- PORTFOLIO
Two weeks prior to the Final, The portfolio should be a maximum of 15 sides of A4 – one page per month depicting their involvement in YFC over the previous twelve months from the date of the competition, plus 3 extra pages for their own use this is to include the front cover, which will show details of their YFC activities at all levels.  The portfolio to include:-

a. Name, address, age and YFC Club

b. Background information

c. Activities within YFC over previous 12 months

d. School/career aspirations

e. Activities outside YFC

Photos, collage, drawings and any other medium, may be used within the portfolio.
The portfolio will be marked on presentation and content and should raise questions for interview.

PART 2 - INTERVIEW

The Judges, in an informal atmosphere, will interview competitors (there will be no actual interview on a stage).  The interview will involve the following points:-

a) Activities over previous twelve months (Club, County, Personal, Team) and should include such activities as Show/Rally entries, a variety of competitions (public speaking, quiz, cookery,sports), skills training, Club Officer posts and training, attendance at Club meetings and events, community involvement and activities and fund raising.

b) Knowledge of YFC, e.g. what are the current issues in YFC for young people.

c) General enthusiasm

d)  Presentation of the competitor

7. AWARDS - Di Chennells Trophy and NFYFC Award to the winner.







